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PARISH STAFF: 
 

   Monsignor Ron McFarlane 

   Father Joby Kadambattu MS 

   Father Alfonsus Nahak  SVD 

   Maria Hyson  

        (Sacramental Coordinator) 

    Michelle Sultana & 

   Joe Clemson      

        (Office staff)  
 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Phone: 9622 0817 

Fax:      9671 7971 
40 Breakfast Rd, Marayong 2148   

[PO Box 4345] 

Email Address: 

saapm@bigpond.com 
 

Office Hours: 

      Monday to Friday  

       9.00am to 4.00pm 

After hours phone: 9676 7960 
 

PRESBYTERY: 

41 Breakfast Rd, Marayong  

WEEKEND MASSES: 

   Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm 

   Sunday:   

      7.30am, 8.45am, 10.30am . 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

   Each Sunday morning  

   after the 8.45am Mass. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday:  9.00am 

Tuesday:  9.00am 

  Wednesday:   9.00am 

Mass & Novena :  7.00pm 

Thursday:  8.00am 

Friday:  9.00am 

Mass+Stations of the Cross 7.00pm 

 Saturday:  9.00am 
Mass for the Sick:  4th Saturday 

of the month at 9.00am 

Rosary: After each morning  

      Mass and  before the  

      Saturday Vigil Mass 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 

• After weekday morning 

Masses.  

• Saturday: 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

• Anytime by arrangement. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sunday             

of each month at  11.45am 
 

Baptismal Preparation: 

2nd Wednesday of each month  

at 7.30pm  

in the Fr Byrne Centre. 
 

Please book for Baptisms  

with the Parish Office. 
 

PIETY STALL: 
 

Open after Masses on Saturday 

night and Sunday morning or  

by asking for an appointment  

at the Parish Office. 

 

FR. BYRNE CENTRE: 

(Parish Meeting Rooms) 

38 Breakfast Rd, Marayong. 
 

PARISH SCHOOLS: 
 

ST. ANDREW’S PRIMARY 

Principal: Mr M. Tonnet 
 

Phone: 8869 6700 

Address: 36 Breakfast Road 

                 Marayong 2148 
 

ST. ANDREWS COLLEGE 
 

College Principal: Mr N. Vidot 
  

Phone: 9626 4000 
 

  Campus - 
 

  JUNIOR CAMPUS (YRS. 7-10) 

  Address: 116 Quakers Road 

                 Marayong 2148 
 

  SENIOR CAMPUS (YRS. 11-12) 

  Address: 50 Breakfast Road                

 Marayong 2148  

We are an active and welcoming Catholic community, 

where people of all ages draw closer to God. 

His love is expressed through each one of us by prayer, 

liturgy and reaching out in service to one another. 

Pari sh  Vi si o n St atem e nt  

Please visit our Parish Website: www.standrewsmarayong.org.au 

FIRST 

SUNDAY OF 

LENT 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION APPEAL  
  Last weekend we had our February appeal for the Catholic Foundation (which replaces the DWF Appeal), thank you to 
everyone that contributed. Unfortunately the result was not as positive as we would have liked it to be. For our $15,500 
target, we came up about $5000 short. Those people who did not have the opportunity to contribute last week are invited 

to contribute as soon as possible. There are envelopes for the Catholic Foundation Appeal at the doors of the church. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

  If you have not filled out a Registration Form, please do 

so as soon as possible and return it to the Church or Parish 

Office. Forms are available at the back of the Church. 

  If you are a new parishioner, we ask you to complete a  

  Registration Form, and return it to the Parish Office. 

Bullet in  Highl ights  …  
 LENTEN MESSAGE FROM BISHOP VINCENT   

 THE SEASON OF LENT  PROJECT COMPASSION  

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION FACILITATORS NEEDED 

 CATHOLIC FOUNDATION APPEAL 

 UPCOMING PARISH AND DIOCESAN EVENTS  

PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT IN PROJECT COMPASSION  

  Project Compassion is the official means of practising self-denial and helping others during the season of Lent. There 

are envelopes and boxes at the doors of the church. We are invited to contribute by using our loose change and/or by 

making a more significant offering to this very important work of the church worldwide. 

  This week we focus on Nepal. A Caritas supported program has helped Janaki turn her life around from a life of 

poverty and disadvantage. She is now running her own successful selling business, training others and has become a role 

model in her community. This weekend we are asked to donate to project compassion 2018 and help our most 

vulnerable neighbours in Nepal to build a just future for their families and their communities. 



From Monsignor Ron … 
   On Ash Wednesday we began our journey to 
Easter when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and are invited to renew our commitment to 
our faith in Jesus. This is extremely important. In a 
sense, we inherit our faith and the Christian way of 
life. This renewal of commitment to our faith reminds 
us that it is not sufficient just to have the faith of our 
parents, but we have to take ownership of our faith 
and make a fundamental option to living out this faith 
in all circumstances of life. 

  Consequently, the themes of mercy and 
forgiveness offered by God and the seeking of 
forgiveness on our part, are very appropriate for this 
first Sunday in the Lenten Season. Lent has always 
been regarded as a time of special repentance and a 
time for asking God’s forgiveness as well as a time 
preparing ourselves for his resurrection. In our first 
reading this weekend we see God, Noah and his 
family and we see God giving them a chance to 
make a new beginning, to seek his forgiveness and 
return to him. We are reminded that it is God’s wish 
that the sinner repent and return to him. The same 
thing happens to us during this Lenten season when 
our God gives us the invitation to make a new start. 

  In our reading from St Peter we are reminded that 
we have been given a tremendous gift of freedom 
from sin through the death of Christ. This is a 
recurring theme, the invitation of God to make a new 
beginning and to embrace the way of life that Jesus 
brought to us. However, it will not happen 
automatically. We need to make a daily commitment 
to living out our faith. 

  In this time, Jesus tells us to reform our lives; this 
means to repent in practical ways for our sins and to 
become better Christians in practical ways.  At the 

end of this season of Lent, this journey to Easter, we 
should be more like Jesus in thinking, judging, and 
arranging our entire lives. 

  The practicalities are very important especially 
when we look at what we can do.  Traditionally there 
are three things that should be prominent -- prayer, 
almsgiving, self-denial. 

  The other area that we cannot afford to neglect is 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation: if the Season of 
Lent is to mean a renewal in our lives, we need to 
seek the support and guidance of Jesus as well as 
get rid of the obstacles in our lives which prevent 
Christian living -- that is what the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is about. 

  To take this God-given time seriously we have to do 
all these things.  However, the choice is ours.  
Hopefully, we are not going to give in to the 
temptation of avoiding the effort involved each day.  
Do we take our faith seriously?  If so, this is the 
grace filled time we need. 

MASS READINGS -YEAR B 
 

THIS SUNDAY:    
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

 First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 

 Psalm: Ps 24:4-9 

 Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 

 Gospel: Mark 1:12-15 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 First Reading: Gen 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18 

 Psalm: Ps 115-10. 15-19 

 Second Reading: Romans 8:31-34 

 Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 

Please contact the  

Parish Office, if you are  

unavai lab le  for your  

rostered  Ministry. 

THIS WEEK’S ROSTER: 18th / 19th February 2018         [3rd Sunday of the Month - Even Month]                       

M INISTRIES 6.00pm 7.30am 8.45am 10.30am 

ACOLYTE 
Stephen Debrincat 

Joe Doyle 
Charles Hyson 

John Fernandes 
Morie Balisbisan 

Edsel Paltoo 
Robert Bautista 

Ferdi Chin 

COMMENTATOR Erna Ferrer Mary Anne Xuereb Jane Cauchi Carmelita Liceralde 

FIRST READER Melville Fernandez Fely Perez Maria Hyson Therrie Chin 

SECOND READER Edward Yin Laurinda Atienza Alicia Cianflone  Donnie Velasco  

PROJECTOR  
OPERATORS 

  Volunteer Required Leah Mitchell Rachel Berry 

WELCOMER Melita DelosReyes Annette Hudson 
Denise Farla 
Dot Kaster 

Peter Maw 

MUSICIANS Lorraine's Group NO Music Mass 
St Andrew's  
Family Choir 

Living Word Choir 

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION  - Third Sunday of the Month 

Thoughts for the Week   

   “Everybody thinks of changing humanity; 
nobody thinks of changing themselves.  (Leo Tolstoy) 

"Lent is a special time —  a time of preparation for 
Easter.... many Christians mark their foreheads 
with ashes.  They do this for two reasons.  First, it 
reminds them that like Jesus, who died on Good 
Friday, they too are destined to die.  Second, it 
reminds them that if they want to rise to new life 
after death, as Jesus did, they must repent.  That is, 
they must turn from their sins and follow in Jesus's 
footsteps.  — What is one way that I might follow 
more closely in the footsteps of Jesus during this 
season of Lent?"                (Mark link SJ in Mission 2000) 

NEXT WEEK’S ROSTER: 24th / 25th February 2018            [4th Sunday of the Month - Even Month]                     

M INISTRIES 6.00pm 7.30am 8.45am  10.30am  

ACOLYTE 
Joe Doyle 

Ike Enriquez 
Volunteer Required 
Volunteer Required 

Mario Picart 
Joy Kakodkar 

Noe Adan 
Volunteer Required 

COMMENTATOR Stephen Debrincat Claire Blunt Derica Elogious Maryanne Bautista 

FIRST READER Marilyn Villa Pauline Sultana Chris Bettiol Claudine Desira 

SECOND READER Doris Barrios Nila Mangona Lydia Villamarin Jay Ilagan 

PROJECTOR  
OPERATORS 

Sian D'Souza Volunteer Required Belinda Elogious 
Emily Webb 

Natalie Webb 

WELCOMER 
Marian Fernandez 
Melville Fernandez 

Henryka Ogrodniczek 
Agnes iligan Volunteer Required 

Editha Brady 
Carl Republica 
Jerome Chin 

MUSICIANS Hearts NO Music Mass Worship Hymn Couples For Christ  

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION  - Fourth Sunday of the Month 



RESOLUTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF LENT 

1. Lenten discussion groups on a Wednesday day time and evening sessions commencing 

February 21 at 10:00am and again after the Mass and Novena. Held in the Fr Byrne Centre. 

2. Mass and Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings at 7:00pm. 

3. Try to make the Sacrament of Penance part of your journey to Easter. 

4. Commit to a special effort with daily prayer, the practice of self-denial, and reaching out in 

support to others. 

5. Project Compassion: this is a practical way of offering help to people throughout our 

country and throughout the world. It involves sacrifice to care for other people. Please 

ensure that you have a project compassion box or set of envelopes. 

PROGRAM  FOR  F IRST  HOLY  COMMUNION  PREPARATION  
  This program commences with the registration evening on Tuesday 
February 27 at 7:00pm in our parish Church. This evening is for 
parents. This will be the last opportunity to register for the program in 
2018. However, before this evening, parents are asked to collect the 
documentation from the parish office. 

  The classes for our candidates for this Sacrament will commence on Sunday, 
March 11. They begin with the 8:45am Mass which is followed by two classes at 
which we need the young people to attend as well as at least one parent. 
  To be eligible for the program, you must be a parishioner of St Andrew the Apostle 
Parish either geographically or through the fact that this has been your chosen 
choice as your parish community. As well, you will need to have been Baptised and 
also received the sacrament of Penance. 

F ACILITATORS  FOR  THE  S ACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM  IN  M ARCH  2018  
  We are in need of facilitators and helpers to be involved in this program as 
guidance and support people to the parents and our candidates. If you’re able to 
help, it would be appreciated if you could contact the office as soon as possible. 

Sunday 
18 

1st Sunday of Lent 

Counters: Group 7  

08:45 Marriage Blessing 

09:30 Sunday School 

11:45 Baptism 

  

Monday 
19 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

19:00 Legion of Mary 

19:15 RCIA 

  

  

Tuesday 
20 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

  

  

  

  

Wednesday 
21 

Commemoration of Saint  

Peter Damian, Bishop, Doctor 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

10:00 Lenten Reflection group 

19:00 Novena & Mass 

19:45 Lenten Reflection group 

  

Thursday 
22 

Saint Peter's Chair 

08:00 Mass 

08:30 Rosary 

14:00 Church Cleaning - Group 4 

19:30 Music Practice CFC 

  

Friday 
23 

Commemoration of Saint 

Polycarp, Bishop, Martyr 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

16:00 Junior Legion of Mary 

19:00 Mass 

19:30 Stations of the Cross 

20:10 Choir Practice HJM 

  

Saturday 
24 

Painting Day Fr Byrne Centre 

09:00 Mass for the Sick 

09:30 Rosary 

09:40 Jnr Legion of Mary 

16:00 Music Practice Worship 
Hymn 

16:15 Legion of Mary 

19:10 Prayer Meeting HJM 

  

Can you help with painting? 

The Hearts of Jesus and Mary are coordinating the painting of the 
Fr. Byrne Centre which will take place next Saturday, February 
24. If you are able to help, please contact the parish office. I 
would suggest we need drop sheets and paintbrushes and other 
such items. Particularly, we need helpers. 

WALK THE LENTEN JOURNEY ON YOUR MOBILE PHONE    

  The Xt3 Lent Calendar App 2018 is available for download on Apple and Android devices 

(search for Xt3 Lent) and can be viewed from the website: www.xt3.com/lent 
  The Lent calendar will run from Ash Wednesday to Divine Mercy Sunday. Each day will 

unlock a new video, meditation or podcast, to help you prayerfully journey through Lent.    

The theme for the Xt3 Lent Calendar 2018 is "Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus." 

A note from the HJM (HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY) PRAYER COMMUNITY                                             

- OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION NURSING HOME VISIT 

  The HJM prayer community visits Our Lady of Consolation nursing home during July 
and December each year.  As part of our outreach program, we provide 
entertainment by singing songs to the elderly residents.  It’s like a family gathering 
where we spend quality time with the elderly brothers and sisters.  During visits, the 
residents become more socially connected and they feel appreciated and loved.  It is 
such a rewarding experience to serve and show to our elderly friends that we care.    
Our next visit will be on the 21st of July 2018.  If you are interested in joining, kindly 
let us know. A Blessed Lenten Season to all! 

PLANNING FOR PENTECOST CELEBRATIONS 

  The St Andrew’s Parish Council has approved the holding of our Pentecost 
Celebration on Saturday May 19.   We would like to invite you to a planning meeting 
on Tuesday Feb 20 at 7:30pm at Fr Byrne Centre.  Once again, we would appreciate 
and rely on the ideas and support of parish groups and parishioners for the success 
of this celebration.  Fr Joby will provide guidance in our meeting. 

Thanks a lot.  Looking forward to working with all of you and your groups to serve and 
build our Parish community and especially to honour the Holy Spirit. 



2018 Lenten Message from Bishop Vincent Long and the Diocese of Parramatta 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

With the celebration of Ash Wednesday, we begin a season of Lent which is meant to be a journey 

of renewal and transformation. The 40 days of Lent remind us of the 40 years that God’s people 

wandered in the wilderness before reaching the Promise Land. 

It was a challenging but transformative journey. For they were purified and cleansed of all that was 

unworthy of God. They grew not only in their understanding of who God was but also what it meant 

to be his people. The 40 years in the wilderness helped them live as a more humble, patient, faithful 

people. 

We too need to be cleansed and purified of all that is unworthy of Christ and his Gospel. We seek to 

be cleansed of all those things that hold us back, that prevent us from growing to full maturity in 

Christ. Our spiritual exodus is a journey away from all that is alienating within us into that freedom 

within which we discover our real selves. 

“Let your hearts be broken and not your garments torn”. With these words, the prophet calls us to 

inner purification. In the Old Testament, people would often focus on the customs and the rituals of 

penance like wearing sackcloth, putting on ashes or fasting. The prophets, however, insist that the 

outward signs must be accompanied by a real and radical interior renewal. 

In view of the deep and systemic malaise of the Church that the Royal Commission has exposed, it 

seems that we cannot but embrace a real and radical change if we want to go forward. There needs 

to be an attitudinal change at every level, a conversion of mind and heart in each of us that 

conforms us to the spirit of the Gospel. 

Jesus warns against “new wine into old wineskins”. The time has come for us to set aside the old 

wineskins of triumphalism, elitism, rigidity, status seeking and maintenance. 

This Lenten season is an opportunity for the whole Church and especially her leaders to have the 

courage to die to the old ways of being church that no longer convey effectively the message of the 

Gospel to the culture in which we live. 

It is a time for radical criticism and dismantling of attitudes that are not aligned with God’s 

alternative vision for the people. We need to put the powerlessness and the divine pathos that the 

humble servant, Jesus, front and centre. As a Church, we cannot move forward until we have fully 

embraced his radical call to abandon the culture of privilege, self-interest and security in favour of 

wholesome relational discipleship. 

So dear friends, 

Let us not be afraid of living the call to divest and empty ourselves of all the things that prevent us 

from being a more authentic sign of the Kingdom. Let us reclaim the Church as a refuge for the 

poor, an oasis for the weary and a hospital for the wounded. 

May we, through the discipline of prayer, fasting and almsgiving acquire a new heart and a new 

spirit. Then, like the people of the covenant, we too shall emerge revitalised and become the 

sacrament of God’s compassion and care for the least and the last. May we be nurtured by the love 

of God and persevere in our journey from death to life. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

 

 

 
 Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv STL DD  

Bishop of Parramatta  
 Level 2, 12 Victoria Rd, Parramatta NSW 2150 | PO Box 3066, North Parramatta, NSW 1750  

T: 02 8838 3400 F: 02 9630 4813 E: bishop@parra.catholic.org.au W: www.parracatholic.org  

Available to view on YouTube at —  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xBF0TkjONE 


