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We are an active and welcoming Catholic community, 

where people of all ages draw closer to God. 

His love is expressed through each one of us by prayer, 

liturgy and reaching out in service to one another. 

Pari sh  Vi si o n St atem e nt  

Please visit our Parish Website: www.standrewsmarayong.org.au 

THIRD 

SUNDAY OF 

LENT 

PARISH STAFF: 
 

   Monsignor Ron McFarlane   

   Father Florito [Flor] Apalias 

   Father Luis Herrera 

   Maria Hyson  

        (Sacramental Coordinator) 

    Michelle Sultana & 

   Joe Clemson      

        (Office staff)  
 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Phone: 9622 0817 

Fax:      9671 7971 
40 Breakfast Rd, Marayong 2148   

[PO Box 4345] 

Email Address: 

saapm@bigpond.com 
 

Office Hours: 

      Monday to Friday  

       9.00am to 4.00pm 

After hours phone: 9676 7960 
 

PRESBYTERY: 

41 Breakfast Rd, Marayong  

WEEKEND MASSES: 

   Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm 

   Sunday: 7.30am, 

   8.45am, 10.30am. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

   Each Sunday morning  

   after the 8.45am Mass. 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday:  9.00am 

Tuesday:  9.00am 

  Wednesday:  9.00am 

Novena & Mass:  7.00pm 

Thursday:  8.00am 

Friday:  9.00am 

Mass:  7.00pm 

Stations of the Cross:  7.30pm 

  Saturday:  9.00am 
Mass for the Sick:  4th Saturday 

of the month at 9.00am 

Rosary: After each morning  

      Mass and  before the  

      Saturday Vigil Mass 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 

• After weekday morning 

Masses.  

• Saturday: 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

• Anytime by arrangement. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sunday             

of each month at  11.45am 
 

Baptismal Preparation: 

2nd Wednesday of each month  

at 7.30pm  

in the Fr Byrne Centre. 
 

Please book for Baptisms  

with the Parish Office. 
 

PIETY STALL: 
 

Open after Masses on Saturday 

night and Sunday morning or  

by asking for an appointment  

at the Parish Office. 

 

FFR. BYRNE CENTRE: 

(Parish Meeting Rooms) 

38 Breakfast Rd, Marayong. 
 

PARISH SCHOOLS: 
 

ST. ANDREW’S PRIMARY 

Principal: Yvette Baird 
 

Phone: 8869 6700 

Address: 36 Breakfast Road 

                 Marayong 2148 
 

ST. ANDREWS COLLEGE 
 

College Principal:  

Stephen Kennaugh 
  

Phone: 9626 4000 

  Campus - 

  JUNIOR CAMPUS (YRS. 7-10) 

  Address: 116 Quakers Road 

                 Marayong 2148 

  SENIOR CAMPUS (YRS. 11-12) 

  Address: 50 Breakfast Road                

 Marayong 2148  

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

  If you have not filled out a Registration Form, please do 

so as soon as possible and return it to the Church or Parish 

Office. Forms are available at the back of the Church. 

  If you are a new parishioner, we ask you to complete a  

  Registration Form, and return it to the Parish Office. 

Bullet in  Highl ights  …  
⬧ BISHOP VINCENT’S STATEMENT ON  

THE CHRISTCHURCH ATTACK 

⬧ LENTEN ACTIVITIES - STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

⬧ MESSAGES FOR MINISTERS  OF  COMMUNION      

⬧ UPCOMING PARISH AND DIOCESAN EVENTS 

LENTEN ACTIVITIES 
 

LENTEN DISCUSSION / REFLECTION EVENINGS 

This continues after our Wednesday evenings Mass and Novena. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AFTER MASS 
On Friday evenings during Lent there will be a 7:00pm Mass this will be followed by Stations of the Cross. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
  An important part of our journey to Easter in this God-given opportunity to grow in our Christian lives is our 
participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I would remind you that the next Second Rite will take place on 
Saturday morning April 6 at 9:30am. 
  It is important to remember that this sacrament is far more than a sacrament of forgiveness. It is an encounter with 
Jesus himself who offers us forgiveness, but also through this sacrament offers healing and strength to those who receive 
it worthily. The second advantage of receiving the sacrament in this manner is that we have the opportunity to offer 
support to each other by our presence and by our prayers. 



From Monsignor Ron …  

 The basic point Jesus makes in our gospel reading 
is that we are going to die -- about that there is no 
doubt.  As Jesus says misfortunes could happen to 
anyone.  What is important is that we take heed, and 
repent before it is too late. I do not think Jesus is 
being morbid, but rather stressing the point of the 
importance of each day doing the best we can and 
being ready for eternal life. 

  Today, let us remember that we are the caretakers 
of our lives.  In the context of Lent, the parable is 
used to represent us asking for another chance to 
bear fruit.  We are asked to look directly at our need 
for conversion.  The conversions to which we are 
being called are to courageously and honestly look at 
our most important religious values.  Are we just 
going through the motions?  Is there anything in our 
style of living to quickly distinguish us from anyone 
who has not heard the gospel?  Are we prepared to 
accept this invitation of Jesus to develop a living faith 
where our lives in all aspects reflect what we 
believe? 

  Too often, we have regarded conversion as 
referring to people who do not have the faith and 
then turning to God. Yet the reality is that we are all 
involved in a journey of conversion. Conversion is 
turning our lives more fully to God and that is 
accepting that each day we need to make a new 
beginning. I think all of us will admit that we are not 
perfect and so we have this time of Lent have a close 
look at our lives and a centre them more fully on 
Jesus. The point I’d like to stress is that this is a daily 
activity. 

  Conversion is an ongoing process which begins 
with a coming to one's senses.  It is a realisation that 
all is not right with our values and style of life.  

Prompted by a faith response to God's call, 
conversion initiates a desire for change.  Change is 
the essence of conversion. Metanoia is the term the 
New Testament uses and this suggests an internal 
turnabout, a change of heart that is revealed in our 
conduct. 

  Conversion is always a response to being loved by 
God.  In fact, the most important part of the 
conversion process is the experience of being loved 
and realising that God's love saves us -- we do not 
save ourselves.  Our part is to be open to the gift of 
God's love. 

  This need of conversion does not extend only to 
those who have made a radical choice for evil.  Most 
often conversion means the small efforts all of us 
must continually make to respond to the call of God.  
This means that conversion is not a once-in-a-lifetime 
moment but a continuous, ongoing, lifelong process 
which brings us ever closer to the Holiness and love 
of God.  Each experience of conversion prompts us 
to turn more and more towards God, because each 
conversion experience reveals God in a new, brighter 
light. 
 

THE FEAST OF THE  

ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD  
This feast day is celebrated on Monday, March 25. 

MASS READINGS -YEAR C 
 

THIS SUNDAY:    
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 First Reading: Exodus: 3:1-8, 13-15 

 Psalm: Ps  102:1-4,  6-8, 11 

 Second Reading: 1Cor 10:1-6,10-12 

 Gospel: Luke  13:1-9 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 

 Psalm: Ps 33:2-7 

 Second Reading: 2 Cor 5:17-21 

 Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Please contact the  

Parish Office, if you are  

unavai lab le  for your  

rostered  Ministry. 

THIS WEEK’S ROSTER: 23rd / 24th March 2019                  [4th Sunday of the Month - Odd month]                       

M INISTRIES 6.00pm 7.30am 8.45am  10.30am  

ACOLYTE 
Joe Doyle 

Ike Enriquez 
Candido Velasco 
John Blackford 

Bill Tabone 
Mario Spiteri 

Noe Adan 
Robert Bautista 

COMMENTATOR Stephen Debrincat Claire Blunt Derca Elogious Maryanne Bautista 

FIRST READER Felecia Silva Pauline Sultana Maricor Espinosa  Monique Ravenello 

SECOND READER Lisa D'Souza Nila Mangona Luz Tiqui Vicky Ilagan 

PROJECTOR  
OPERATORS 

Volunteer Required Volunteer Required Belinda Elogious 
Emily Webb 

Natalie Webb 

WELCOMER 
Marian Fernandez 
Melville Fernandez 

Agnes Iligan Volunteer Required 
Editha Brady 

Carl Republica 
Jerome Chin 

MUSICIANS Hearts NO Music Mass Lorraine's Group Couples For Christ  

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION  - Fourth Sunday of the Month 

NEXT WEEK’S ROSTER: 30th / 31st March 2019                 [5th Sunday of the Month - Odd Month]                     

M INISTRIES 6.00pm 7.30am 8.45am 10.30am 

ACOLYTE 
Edward Yuliardhyanto 

Joe Doyle 
Fred Inglis 

Edsel Paltoo 
Joy Kakodkar 
Mario Spiteri 

Ferdi Chin 
Robert Bautista 

COMMENTATOR Nenette Gapud Julie Nunez Jane Cauchi Maryanne Bautista 

FIRST READER Mariyam Wijeyaratnam Agnes Iligan Felix Villarmarin Vicky Ilagan 

SECOND READER Maria Valentine Pauline Sultana Doris Barrios Donnie Velasco 

PROJECTOR  
OPERATORS 

Delia Fernandes   Samara Brenna Jerrick Morales 

WELCOMER Volunteer Required    Dot Kaster Peter Maw 

MUSICIANS Dingalings NO Music Mass Pimig Pinoy Choir 
St Andrew’s  

Children's Choir 

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION  - Fifth Sunday of the Month 

 

“Heavenly Father,  

We thank you for the gift of Mary.  

We thank you above all for the incarnation of 

your eternal Son. May the Holy Spirit’s gift of 

wonder and awe be ever alive in our hearts.  

Amen.” 



Sunday 
24-Mar 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

Counters: Group 4  

08:45 FHC Mass 

09:30 Sunday School 

12:15 FHC Mass 

  

Monday 
25-Mar 

The Annunciation of the Lord 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

19:00 SVdP Meeting 

19:15 RCIA Faith Education 

  

Tuesday 
26-Mar 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

19:00 Legion of Mary 

19:15 Finance Committee 

Meeting 

  

Wednesday 
27-Mar 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

19:00 Novena & Mass 

19:45 Lenten Reflection group 

  

Thursday 
28-Mar 

08:00 Mass 

08:30 Rosary 

14:00 Church Cleaning - Group 4 

20:00 Music Practice 

  

Friday 
29-Mar 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

16:00 Junior Legion of Mary 

19:00 Mass &  

Stations of the Cross 

  

Saturday 
30-Mar 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

09:40 Jnr Legion of Mary 

16:15 Legion of Mary 

16:30 Penance 

  

OUR SEASON OF LENT: FASTING 
  Keep in mind that God does not judge us on the “success” of our Lenten fast. We don’t fast 
to make God happy; our fast is an authentic sign of our love for God. It cannot merely be an 
external act; it must go deep—to stretch us spiritually, to open our eyes to the needs of our 
brothers and sisters, to prepare us for what lies ahead. It must be an offering from the heart, 
like that of Jesus on the cross. 
  Then our fast becomes not an obligation but a gift, not a dead custom but a fruitful offering, 
not a cause for self-congratulation but an occasion of self-giving. May our Lenten fast 
strengthen us for what lies ahead, which is nothing less than death and resurrection.  

Pope at Ash Wednesday Mass: 'focus on what is essential'  
 “Lent is the time to rediscover the direction of life.  Because in life’s journey, as in every 
journey, what really matters is not to lose sight of the goal” he said.   
 The Pope said that during a journey, if we are distracted we will not get far, and he 
encouraged believers to ask themselves whether they are seeking the way forward in the 
journey of life or whether they are satisfied with living in the moment and thinking only of 
feeling good, solving some problems and having fun.                                      VATICAN NEWS by Linda Bordoni 

FAITH EDUCATION MEETING MONDAY EVENING 7:15PM:  
The theme of this week’s meeting is the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Parishioners are welcome to attend. 

> > >   AT T E N T I O N   -   M I N I S T E R S   O F   C O M M U N I O N    < < <  

 AN INVITATION :  

  Each year at the Mass of the Lord's Supper we have a re-enactment of that time 
when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. This year we would like to invite all 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion and those Ministers taking Communion to the 
Sick and Dying to join us for this special Mass and invite you to be one of the people 
who have their feet washed.    
  It would be appreciated if you could phone the Parish Office to let us know if you are 
interested in participating in this wonderful ceremony. 
 

  A REQUEST:  

  All those Ministers taking Communion to the Sick please record the details on the 
list in the priests sacristy. This information is used by the parish office to arrange 
visitation by our priests.  

First Holy Communion 

   This weekend a very special event takes place in the life of our 
parish family when 88 of our young people will make their First Holy 
Communion. This is a great cause celebration as it is a reminder to us 
of God’s personal love for each one of us, on this weekend these 
young people have the opportunity to experience this reality as they 
take the next step in their faith journey. 

Holy Communion then is a sign of the love of Jesus for us. 

It is also a sign of our love for Jesus. 

It should also be a sign of our love for each other. 

In communion we come as close as possible to Jesus who is our best friend. 

This is why Holy Communion is so special and should be special to us always. 

Jesus is saying to us: "I love you and want to be with you always." 

It is our opportunity to say to Jesus: "I love you and will show my love for you by 
meeting you often and by the way I treat all my brothers and sisters in God's family." 

  The First Holy Communion Masses will be on Saturday at 6:00pm and Sunday at  
8:45am & 12:15pm, please remember the intentions of these young people and their 
families in your prayers. 

M u s i c  Practice for the Children’s Choir    
Saturday 30th March 4:30pm in the Fr Byrne Centre. 

The Children’s Choir will be singing on  
Sunday the 31st of March at  the 10:30am Mass. 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-03/pope-ash-wednesday-mass-homily.html


HOME VISIT SICK OR HOUSEBOUND PLANNED GIVING 
Would you like a visit from a  
priest or parishioner? 

Do you know someone who would  
like Holy Communion or a visit? 

Would you like to support our parish? 

   

   

PLEASE PLACE ON COLLECTION PLATE AND YOU WILL BE CONTACTED 

Name   

phone 

Name   

phone 

Name   

phone 

Diocese of Parramatta on Social Media 
Connect with the Diocese and find out the 

 latest news and events on Social Media: 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/parracatholic                  Twitter @parracatholic 

 Bishop Vincent’s statement on the Christchurch Attack 

I wish to express my deepest sympathies to the victims and those who grieve because of the 

consequences of the terrorist attacks in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

To all my Muslim brothers and sisters in New Zealand, Australia and around the world, I stand in 

solidarity with you in your horror, grief and distress. 

I offer my prayers on behalf of the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta to the deceased, the injured 

and to all the individuals and communities who have been affected by this senseless violence. 

The attacks on innocent lives at a worshipping place were sadly motivated by hatred and 

prejudice against people of the Muslim faith. 

I condemn Islamophobic, racist and extremist violence in all its forms. It is an offence to God, to 

believers of all faiths, to all people of good will, and to our common humanity. 

Times like this should make us reflect on the way we treat one another in words and actions. We 

will reap what we sow. 

Let us therefore not only eliminate the fruit of prejudice, hatred and violence but also its seeds in 

their many forms and on many levels of our society. 

May Muslims and Christians everywhere respond to the joint invitation by Pope Francis and the 

Grand Imam, Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb, to “all persons who have faith in God and faith in human 

fraternity, to unite and work together so that it may serve as a guide for future generations to 

advance a culture of mutual respect in the awareness of the great divine grace that makes all 

human beings brothers and sisters.” (Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living 

Together, Abu Dhabi, 4 February 2019). 

In these troubled times, when evil forces seek to divide us on the basis of race, colour, ethnicity or 

religion, may Muslims, Christians, people of all faiths, and all people of good will remain united in 

heart and mind and resolve. 

May faith bind us in human solidarity, hope drive out fear, and love overcome hatred. 

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv 

17 March 2019.  

 

Safeguarding Superheroes: 28 March 
 

Ensuring a safe environment for young people is an essential requirement of any 
ministry initiative. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. The Diocese of 
Parramatta is hosting an evening for ‘on the ground’ volunteers who are 
predominantly present at activities or ministries that involve young people. Let’s build 
a network of safeguarding officers for the future! 28 March from 6:30-9pm at the 
Novotel Hotel, Norwest.  
More details at:  parracatholic.org/cyp-keeping-our-young-people-safe/ 


