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We are an active and welcoming Catholic community, 

where people of all ages draw closer to God. 

His love is expressed through each one of us by prayer, 

liturgy and reaching out in service to one another. 

Pari sh  Vi si o n St atem e nt  

Please visit our Parish Website: www.standrewsmarayong.org.au 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

  If you have not filled out a Registration Form, please do 

so as soon as possible and return it to the Church or Parish 

Office. Forms are available at the back of the Church. 

  If you are a new parishioner, we ask you to complete a  

  Registration Form, and return it to the Parish Office. 

Bullet in  Highl ights  …  
⬧ ADVENT WREATH PRAYER 

⬧ PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS  

⬧ UPCOMING PARISH AND DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SECOND 

SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

PARISH STAFF: 
 

   Monsignor Ron McFarlane   

   Father Florito [Flor] Apalias 

   Father Luis Herrera 

   Maria Hyson  

        (Sacramental Coordinator) 

    Michelle Sultana & 

   Joe Clemson      

        (Office staff)  
 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Phone: 9622 0817 

Fax:      9671 7971 
40 Breakfast Rd, Marayong 2148   

[PO Box 4345] 

Email Address: 

saapm@bigpond.com 
 

Office Hours: 

      Monday to Friday  

       9.00am to 4.00pm 

After hours phone: 9676 7960 
 

PRESBYTERY: 

41 Breakfast Rd, Marayong  

WEEKEND MASSES: 

   Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm 

   Sunday:   

      7.30am, 8.45am, 10.30am . 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

   Each Sunday morning  

   after the 8.45am Mass. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday:  9.00am 

Mass:  7.00pm 

Tuesday:  9.00am 

  Wednesday:  9.00am 

Novena & Mass:  7.00pm 

Thursday:  8.00am 

Friday:  9.00am 

  Saturday:  9.00am 
Mass for the Sick:  4th Saturday 

of the month at 9.00am 

Rosary: After each morning  

      Mass and  before the  

      Saturday Vigil Mass 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 

• After weekday morning 

Masses.  

• Saturday: 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

• Anytime by arrangement. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sunday             

of each month at  11.45am 
 

Baptismal Preparation: 

2nd Wednesday of each month  

at 7.30pm  

in the Fr Byrne Centre. 
 

Please book for Baptisms  

with the Parish Office. 
 

PIETY STALL: 
 

Open after Masses on Saturday 

night and Sunday morning or  

by asking for an appointment  

at the Parish Office. 

 

FR. BYRNE CENTRE: 

(Parish Meeting Rooms) 

38 Breakfast Rd, Marayong. 
 

PARISH SCHOOLS: 
 

ST. ANDREW’S PRIMARY 

Principal: Yvette Baird 
 

Phone: 8869 6700 

Address: 36 Breakfast Road 

                 Marayong 2148 
 

ST. ANDREWS COLLEGE 
 

College Principal:  

Stephen Kennaugh 
  

Phone: 9626 4000 

  Campus - 

  JUNIOR CAMPUS (YRS. 7-10) 

  Address: 116 Quakers Road 

                 Marayong 2148 

  SENIOR CAMPUS (YRS. 11-12) 

  Address: 50 Breakfast Road                

 Marayong 2148  

A NEW WAY TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH FAMILY 
 
  

  From this weekend the “tap and go” opportunity to 
contribute to the support of the parish will be 
available at the main door of the church. Speaking to 
parishioners and also looking at what is happening in 
other parishes, this seems to be a practical way to 
offer parishioners the opportunity to support the 
parish. The reality is that many people these days do 
not carry cash with them and if they are not part of 
the plane giving program, then it is difficult for them 
to support the parish. 

  We have set “tap and go” at $5. If you wish to 
contribute more it will simply mean tapping the 
machine more than once after the first time is 
acknowledged. 

Christmas Offering Envelopes: 
 

These envelopes provide 

funding to supplement 
our first collection and 

they go to the support of 
our clergy throughout the 
diocese.  

As I have mentioned on another occasion, there 
are some concerns about the level of giving for 
the first collection and such occasions as this 

one. We do need to ensure that we can provide 
for our current priests and also for our retired 
and housebound priests.  

Your generosity would be appreciated and there 
are envelopes at the doors of the church. 

There will be a funeral here on Monday, December 9 
at 10am for the late Salvacion Enriquez . 



MASS READINGS -YEAR A 
 

THIS SUNDAY:    

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 Psalm: Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17 

 Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9 

 Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6. 10 

 Psalm: Ps 145:6-10 

 Second Reading: James 5:7-10 

 Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

From Monsignor Ron …  

  The process of turning our lives around starts with 

the acceptance of St. John the Baptist’s message to 
repent; this means we need to make a real definite 

commitment to turn away from sin and to turn our 
lives over to God.  There are two words that are 

important in this process: conversion and 

reconciliation.  We need to realize that in reality we 
are all converts or in a process of conversion for all 

of our lives. 

  This is what this Advent season is all about.  It is 
inviting us to admit the truth and to say we are sorry 

that we have not lived up to our potential and that we 
are prepared to try to make amends and to change 

for the better in practical ways.  The call of St. John 
the Baptist is God's invitation for us to start again, 

and to do this immediately. 

  If we want true happiness, and we will certainly 

want this, we need to accept this invitation.  It is hard 
work and it does demand commitment.  It is also 

important to remember that Jesus has given to us all 
the helps we need to make a success of our lives.  

But, on our part, we need to make this commitment 
each and every day. 

  There is an important message in our readings 

today. Conversion is an ongoing process which 
begins with a coming to one's senses.  It is a 

realisation that all is not right with our values and 
style of life.  Prompted by a faith response to God's 

call, conversion initiates a desire for change.  
Change is the essence of conversion. Metanoia is 

the term the New Testament uses and this suggests 
an internal turnabout, a change of heart that is 

revealed in our conduct. 

Conversion is always a response to being loved by 

God.  In fact, the most important part of the 
conversion process is the experience of being loved 

and realising that God's love saves us -- we do not 
save ourselves.  Our part is to be open to the gift of 

God's love. Conversion implies transforming the way 
we relate to others, to ourselves, to the world, to the 

universe and to God.  Unless we can see that our 
values, attitudes and actions are in conflict with 

Christian ones, we will never see a need to change 
or have a desire to be reconciled. Each experience of 

conversion prompts us to turn more and more 
towards God, because each conversion experience 

reveals God in a new, brighter light.  

 

Please contact the  

Parish Office, if you are  

unavai lab le  for your  

rostered  Ministry. 

THIS WEEK’S ROSTER: 07th / 08th December 2019      [2nd Sunday of the Month - Even month]                  

M INISTRIES 6.00pm 7.30am 8.45am 10.30am  

ACOLYTE 
Stephen Debrincat 
Emmanuel Tabone 

Gus Kaster 
Joe Doyle 

Olan Cruise 
Mario Picart 

Deacon Thong Nguyen 
Edward Yuliardhyanto 

COMMENTATOR Erna Ferrer Claire Blunt Antonette Elogious Socorro Amos 

FIRST READER Edward Yin Maricor Espinosa Belinda Elogious Allen Brady 

SECOND READER Yontje Tery Pauline Sultana  Rose Rotik Joan Leong 

PROJECTOR  
OPERATORS 

Francisca Martinez Volunteer Required Jaden Victoria Justine Webb 

WELCOMER Annette Hudson 
Claire Blunt 

Agnes Iligan 
Volunteer Required Volunteer Required 

MUSICIANS Lorraine's Group NO Music Mass 
St Andrew's  
Family Choir 

Dingalings 

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION  - Second Sunday of the Month 

NEXT WEEK’S ROSTER: 14th / 15th  December 2019      [3rd Sunday of the Month - Even Month]                       

M INISTRIES 6.00pm 7.30am 8.45am 10.30am 

ACOLYTE 
Stephen Debrincat 
Bernardo Rivera 

Charles Hyson 
John Blackford 

Morie Balisbisan 
Deacon Thong Nguyen  

Volunteer Required 
Ferdi Chin 

COMMENTATOR Erna Ferrer Pauline Sultana Jane Cauchi Carmelita Liceralde 

FIRST READER Melville Fernandez Fely Perez Vinetta Lobo Therrie Chin 

SECOND READER Yonte Tery Laurinda Atienza Alicia Cianflone  Maury Villanueava  

PROJECTOR  
OPERATORS 

 Volunteer Required Volunteer Required Leah Mitchell Jerome Chin 

WELCOMER 
Henryka Ogrodniczek 
Melita DelosReyes 

Annette Hudson 
Denise Farla 
Dot Kaster 

Jerome Chin    
Peter Maw 

MUSICIANS Hearts NO Music Mass Couples for Christ  Living Word Choir 

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION  - Third Sunday of the Month 

 

 
 
 

Advent Wreath Prayer 
Priest: Lord Jesus you called us to be 
        “a sign to the people”  
        as we journey towards a deeper  
        relationship with God.  

All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
Priest:  St Paul speaks to us of those who “did not  
        give up.” May we follow their example. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
Priest: John the Baptist encourages us to “Prepare t 
        the way of the Lord” and “Make straight  
        his path.” 

All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
[Priest now reads the Collect] 



Preparing for Christmas  

   It is important that we prepare as well as possible for the coming of Jesus Christ into our 
lives when we celebrate the Feast of Christmas. This is a wonderful occasion where our 
loving God offers to us all the blessings of that first Christmas when Jesus was born. 
Certainly, during this time of Advent, we should be making a special effort with our prayer 
lives. We should also try to appreciate more the giftedness of each person. An ideal way to 
prepare ourselves for Christmas is our reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is 
available after weekday Masses, on Saturday mornings after 9:00am Mass and on Saturday 
afternoons from 4:30pm until 5:30pm. There will be a celebration of the Second Rite of 
Reconciliation on Saturday, December 21 at 9:30am. 

Sunday 
8 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Counters: Group 10 

09:30 Sunday School 

  

  

Monday 
9 

The Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

10:00 Funeral S. Enriquez 

19:00 Mass 

19:00 SVdP Meeting   

19:45 Faith Formation / RCIA 

  

Tuesday 
10 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

19:00 Legion of Mary 

  

Wednesday 
11 

Saint Damasus I, Pope 

09:00 Mass SAP Stage 2 

09:30 Rosary 

SAP Yr6 Disco - Hall 

19:00 Novena & Mass 

19:30 Baptism Preparation 

20:00 Combined Christmas  

Choir & Music Practice 

  

Thursday 
12 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

08:00 Mass 

08:30 Rosary 

10:00 Seniors meeting  FBC 

19:00 Music Practice 

  

Friday 
13 

Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

SAP Principles Awards 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

11:00 SAP Principal's Morning 
Tea 

16:00 Junior Legion of Mary 

20:00 Choir Practice HJM 

  

Saturday 
14 

Saint John of the Cross, 

Priest, Doctor 

SVdP Hamper delivery 

09:00 Mass 

09:30 Rosary 

09:40 Jnr Legion of Mary 

10:00 Church Cleaning CFC 

11:00 Christmas Play Practice 

16:15 Legion of Mary 

16:30 Reconciliation 

19:30 Prayer Meeting HJM 

  Last weekend we had our Christmas appeal for the Catholic Foundation. If, for some 
reason, you were not able to make a contribution to this Appeal then, or you happen 
to be away that weekend, there are envelopes available at the doors of the church 
and you still have the opportunity to make a generous contribution to this very 
important appeal which will help people in this time of the year. 
 

  As we saw in the very significant video last weekend, the Bishop’s Christmas 
Appeal provides support for people in extreme need and I would like to thank our 
parishioners for their generosity last weekend. This was the first occasion in recent 
years that we have actually reached our target amount. 

APPEAL FOR CHRISTMAS   

LITURGICAL MINISTRY FOR CHRISTMAS:  
We are planning to publish the Liturgy Roster for Christmas next weekend. 
Consequently we need to know who is available and who is not available 
and what are people’s preferences for these liturgies on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. Thankyou 

EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE  

  Love God with your whole heart, soul and mind. 
1.  To what extent do I follow my own agenda and only fit God in when it is 

convenient?  Do I recognise the Father's authority over my life?  Are there ways 
in which my life is controlled by my own ambitions and not by God's ambitions 
for me? 

2.   Do I set aside time during the Sabbath to worship the Lord and rest in his 
presence? 

3.  Do I reverence the name of God in my speech and actions? 

Love your neighbour as yourself.  
1.  How much do my words and actions reflect honour and respect for other 

people?  Are there ways I may have hurt members of my family, close relatives, 
co-workers, or neighbours?  Are there people who have hurt me whom I need to 
forgive? 

2.  Am I growing in concern for the poor, the sick, and the suffering?  Is this 
concern translating into action, especially in the call to foster justice according 
to the love and compassion of Christ's? 

3.  Do I allow moods to control me?  Do I give into thoughts of anger, fear, or 
bitterness? 

4.  Do I honour my parents by showing them proper respect and love?  Have I 
been cynical or disrespectful in my approach to legitimate authority? 

5.  Do I give my mind over to lustful thoughts?  Are the instances of impurity for 
which I need to ask God's forgiveness?  Have I abused my body through the 
misuse of drugs, alcohol, or food? 

 6.  Are there other areas in which the Holy Spirit is leading me to repentance -- 
past sins forgotten or deliberately covered over; troubling hurts that need 
healing; special areas of difficulty that I see? 



HOME VISIT SICK OR HOUSEBOUND PLANNED GIVING 
Would you like a visit from a  
priest or parishioner? 

Do you know someone who would  
like Holy Communion or a visit? 

Would you like to support our parish? 

   

   

PLEASE PLACE ON COLLECTION PLATE AND YOU WILL BE CONTACTED 

Name   

phone 

Name   

phone 

Name   

phone 

Diocese of Parramatta on Social Media 
Connect with the Diocese and find out the 

 latest news and events on Social Media: 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/parracatholic                  Twitter @parracatholic 

CATHOLIC OUTLOOK IS BACK! 
At the request of Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv, Catholic Outlook will be back from Sunday 1 December 
2019. The revised Catholic Outlook will be published quarterly as an A4 magazine with a focus on Catholic 
faith formation, spirituality and a look at what is happening across the agencies and ministries of the Diocese 
of Parramatta. Look out for copies in your local Catholic Church, Catholic school or Catholic office from 
Sunday 1 December. 
 

OFFICE FOR WORSHIP LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION COURSES 

The Office for Worship’s Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will be held again next year, commencing 
early February 2020. If you are interested or would like more information, please contact the Office for 
Worship on 8838 3456 or anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org. 
 

HANDEL’S MESSIAH AT ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL: 17 December 

To end their inaugural year, River City Voices is proud to present an intimate performance of Handel’s 
Messiah for Western Sydney audiences. The performance will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, 
on 17 December at 7.30pm. For information and to purchase tickets, visit https://www.classikon.com/concert/
river-city-voices-parramatta-2019-december-17/ 

Rehearsals for the Sunday School Christmas Play continue in the Church on Sundays 9:30 ~ 10:30am 
There will also be a Saturday practice on the 14th December between 10:30am & 12:30pm. 

For more information, call Antonia on 9831 2109 

BAPTISMS IN NOVEMBER 2019 
 

  We congratulate the following families who 

presented their children for Baptism during 

the month of November.  

 Marriage 
Anniversary   

B less ings  

  We do need to know who wishes to take 
part in marking the Anniversaries of their 

Marriages if they took place in December. If 
you wish to be involved and to receive a 

special blessing, please contact the office as 
soon as possible with your details. The date 
for the Blessings of marriages is December 

15 and will take place at the 8:45am Mass. 

Harrison Michael CATTANACH 

Rainier Eusebio John ROVENTA 

Denzil Zhuoyi WU 

Mia Marie WU 

Luca Anthony AGRESTA 

Dominic Joseph GATT 

Daniella Maree  DI MARCO 

• Feast of the Immaculate Conception: This Feast is normally celebrated on December 8, but as this is a Sunday 
in Advent this year, the feast will be celebrated on Monday, December 9. This is a very special Feast day and is in 
fact a holiday of obligation in many parts of the world . To mark this feast day and to offer encouragement to 
people to come along to participate in the Celebration of Mass, there will be Masses at 9:00am and 7:00pm. 


